Copyright for handmade crafts protects the original creative work of the artisan. It
automatically vests in the creator upon creation, meaning you don't need to register with
the U.S. Copyright Office to have copyright. This protection extends to the unique
expression of ideas, like a specific design or technique, but not to the underlying functional
features of a craft or the method of making it.

Elaboration:
o Automatic Protection:

Copyright for handmade crafts is automatic. The moment you create a unique and original
work (like a bracelet, sculpture, or artwork), you have copyright protection.

e Scope of Protection:

Copyright protects the original expression of an idea, not the idea itself. For example,
copyright protects the specific design of a piece of jewelry, but not the concept of a piece
of jewelry.

o "Work Made for Hire":

If you create a craft for someone else, and it's considered a "work made for hire," the
copyright may belong to the person who hired you.

e Public Domain:

Anything in the public domain (like old artwork or historical documents) is free for anyone
to use.

¢ Protecting Your Designs:

To protect your designs from being copied, you can use the copyright law, but it may be
necessary to consider patent protection for functional features or methods of making
crafts.

e Using Copyrighted Works:

If you want to use someone else's copyrighted work (like a character design or artwork) in
your craft, you need to obtain permission from the copyright holder.

o "Fair Use":

There are exceptions to copyright, like "fair use," which allows limited use of copyrighted
material for purposes like criticism, commentary, or educational use.

e Licensing:



You can obtain licenses from copyright holders to use their work commercially, but this
often involves fees and restrictions.

e Trademarks:

If you are selling crafts, you may also need to consider trademarks, which protect brand
names and logos.

e Legal Advice:

It's always best to consult with a lawyer or trademark attorney if you have questions about
copyright or trademarks related to your craft.
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