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On behalf of Georgia Seitz and The Online Tatting Class we would like to thank the many designers and 

tatters that have helped build the class library to what it is today. Without all those involved tatting would 

not be where it is today. Thank you for helping share the Art of Tatting. 

 

Chains, Chains, Chains; Chains of Tatting 

 

 
The set stitch has also been called the node stitch, rick-rack tatting and Victorian sets. It refers to the 

creation of either ring or chain by tatting a multiple of each half stitch in repetition. Picots can be placed 

which face either direction in the technique. 

 

Examples of chain treatments:    

 



 

In this photo we see several types of chains. 

1. A regularly tatted chain (needle tatting example, all picots are still on the 

needle.) 

 

2. A chain tatted using the first half stitch only, also called an "S" chain. 

 

3. A chain tatted using the second half stitch only, also called a "Z" chain. 

 

4. A chain tatted with Victorian sets, in this pattern 4 x first half stitch followed 



by 4 x second half stitch. Also called node stitch, rick rack stitch and zig zag 

stitch. 

 

5. A chain tatted in the maltese or pearl tatting fashion requiring three threads; 

no picots on sample. 

 

6. A chain tatted in the maltese or pearl tatting fashion requiring three threads; 

with picots on sample. 

 

 

Here is a diagram from (see review) Rebecca Jones' "The Complete Book of 

Tatting," page 49, which illustrates the zig zag or rick-rack type effect:  

 

 

This excerpt from Elgiva Nicholls' "Tatting Techniques," page 113, shows a set 

stitch with picots: See Georgia’s Review below. 

 

 

The set stitch also be employed in rings as these further examples from the Nicholls' 
demonstrate: 

 

https://add1400f-c919-4c57-8d2d-40880bc5b080.usrfiles.com/ugd/add140_7a5af2fc5b3d4b99ad96fb6b8eebce28.pdf


 

 

For more information on the tatting decorative chains please visit these sites: 

S And Z Chain 

 

Tatting The Node Stitch 

 

Josephine Knots and Node Tatting 

 

A chain by any other name is still a chain 

 

More tatting abbreviations 

I do not recommend all of the terms listed but as the editor says, there will never be a complete 

list. 

 

This pattern was donated by Sharon Briggs for the class to practice the set stitch. 

Sharon's bookmark utilizes sets of stitches for the "tail" The sample picture was actually done 
with SCMR's before I knew what they were called. I've had students use a safety pin to keep the 
starting picot open until the ring is completed. It allows the students to do a "chain only" pattern 
that actually looks like something when they're done. I've done variations of this with a small 
daisy and a small heart although I haven't tried doing the heart one in chains only. Sharon says 
this is 1) quick, 2) used only chains, 3) simple and 4) didn't have any ends to hide. 

 
 
 

Using CTM, start in the middle and work toward both ends. The butterfly starts at the bottom 
arrow and when it is completed, threads are back to the bottom and the tail is just a continuation 
done in sets of stitches with a tassel added at the bottom to hide the ends. I thought it was a 

https://add1400f-c919-4c57-8d2d-40880bc5b080.usrfiles.com/ugd/add140_4fcaee63cb56494493c41ce26e010da9.pdf
https://add1400f-c919-4c57-8d2d-40880bc5b080.usrfiles.com/ugd/add140_1a8aa06bd554443db86324003d915cf1.pdf
https://add1400f-c919-4c57-8d2d-40880bc5b080.usrfiles.com/ugd/add140_c2643213bc4f45b5899f4cd9e70a60c2.pdf
https://add1400f-c919-4c57-8d2d-40880bc5b080.usrfiles.com/ugd/add140_2b7f130b8b664dd1920df7346b5fdcfa.pdf
https://add1400f-c919-4c57-8d2d-40880bc5b080.usrfiles.com/ugd/add140_0dc62594ecef4380b09c62680ccb76f2.pdf


clever idea and real newbies can do it quickly with a great sense of accomplishment whether 
they do it chain only or with rings. 

Please take a moment to send Sharon a note of thanks: tatnlace@interlog.com 

 

 


