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Pearl Tatting is originally from Riego (1867) and is basically a chain using 2 or more 
ball threads.  It has never really become popular because it is a slow process and 
fiddly changing threads all the time.  The normal number of threads is three (one core 
and 2 auxiliary (ball) but more can be used.  Also the core can comprise of several 
threads and this produces a firmer braid that sometimes is known as “Padded Tatting” 
 

In my research I found three different methods of working the pearl tatting and all of 
which give the same results.  Lets look at a double stitch: it has a bar or waistband 
across the top with two legs below.   
 

Can you see a difference between these two scans? 
 

 
Sample A 

 
Sample B 

 

Sample A the lower stitches show only 2 full ds with a half stitch at either side.  This 
is the result of working the same order of stitches on both sides of the braid (1,2.)  
This I know as traditional tatting. 
 

Sample B the “bars” appear uniform on both sides of the braid.  Here the order of 
working stitches has been changed (2,1.) when the work is turned.  This visual effect 
has many names: One Sided, Front Sided, Exhibition Tatting – I prefer TOP SIDED 
which the term I will use in this workshop.  The rule to remember is 
 

“When you reverse the work – change the order of working the double stitch” 
 

Methods of working the basic 3 thread pearl tatted chain 
 

 

 

Method 1 Two ball threads & one shuttle 
The basic and simplest way, alternating 
from one ball thread to the other, making 
the appropriate number of double 
stitches.  Each ball stays on it’s own side 
while working.  
The work is turned up and down... 
Reverse the order of stitches to get an 
even effect on both sides. 
The core thread or shuttle thread does not 
show, so any colour can be used. 

 

Method 2 One ball and two shuttles 
The UPPER section is worked as a normal 
chain with the ball thread around the left 
hand.  Then change to Sh#1 for LOWER 
section and work UNFLIPPED stitches, 
encapsulating the core thread (Sh#1) with 
Sh#2 thread. The work is NOT turned but 
you keep the top side facing at all times. 
Just work the lower edge the same as 
when working the second side of a Split 
Ring. (2.1) but do not allow the stitch to 
turn.  Keep the core thread taught on the 
left hand.  

 

 



 

Method 3 Two shuttles & a tail (or Sh#3) 
A revelation, which speeds the process 
and makes Pearl Tatting fun! :-) 
Here the weight of the shuttles are used to 
tensions the threads while working and 
BOTH are wrap on the left hand. 
Work is turned back and forth to shot 
getting the threads getting tangled. 
Working thread is the tail or Sh#3 and 
form the stitches to become the CORE 
 

 

How to wrap the threads for Method 3 
 

Take thread from Sh#1 over the back of the hand to pinkie & anchor as normal 
Thread from Sh#2 goes under the hand then round the back of the pinkie and is 
wrapped around 3rd (ring) finger to anchor the thread 
If the shuttle, floss holder hasn’t enough weight use a cloths peg or clip or some sort 
and move these while working.  I found this a great help especially when adding beads 
to the ball threads. 
 

 
 

I suggest you practice this method before adding beads 
 

For ease of notation  U = upper ds  L = Lower ds  - or --- indicate picots 
 

 1U:1L 2U:2D 1-1U:1-1L ---2U:---2D 
 

 
 

Thanks to Mark Myers for allowing me to change his basic line drawing (3 examples) 


